Multirule quality control procedures.
Multirule quality control procedures employ combinations of individual quality control rules to increase the probability of error detection without increasing the probability of false rejections to unacceptable levels. Performance characteristics of several example multirule procedures are described, and general recommendations are made for their selection and use. Multistage quality control procedures tailor the control rules employed to the frequency of errors expected during a given phase of analyzer operation. During analyzer startup, sensitive rules are employed; after acceptable analyzer performance is demonstrated, less sensitive rules are used for routine monitoring. As they tend to deteriorate quality control rule performance, between-run variations should be minimized.